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Public Activities 
This month has been particularly busy starting with the Library Comic Con on Labor Day 
weekend.  Our door count on that Saturday was over 7,500 and the event was a huge success.  
The publicity generated was excellent and many Boiseans have emailed or stopped me asking us 
to do it again.  We will!  Thanks to the staff team members who organized this event and to the 
Friends for sponsoring it.   
 
On September 12, we dedicated the new Idaho Room and announced its new name, the Marjorie 
Ewing Idaho Room, in honor of her many contributions to library service in Boise.  Architect 
Steve Trout, Dr. John Bieter, Judge Christopher Bieter and Mayor David Bieter spoke.  A tour of 
the room followed.  The event was well-attended, with a large turnout honoring Ms. Ewing.   
 
William Nation and I attended the Warm Springs Mesa Neighborhood Association picnic on 
September 15 to share information about the Library and the preliminary designs for Bown 
Crossing.  We answered several questions and shared library information with attendees.   
 
Leadership Boise asked me to give a presentation on September 18 for their class members on 
the importance of libraries and how the library is changing.  The Library hosted the session in the 
Hayes Auditorium.  Leadership Boise is always a good opportunity to network and share our key 
messages.  Thanks to Lindsay Zamara, Information Services Librarian, for helping organize this 
year’s Quality of Life session for Leadership Boise. 
 
The Library Foundation’s Shout Out to Library Ambassadors was attended by seventy people at 
the Main Library.  After the Boise Rock School’s Know Reaction youth band performed and 
Senator Cherie Buckner-Webb spoke, we unveiled the graphic on the front windows honoring 
Library Ambassadors.  The graphic is comprised of stacks of colorful books with Library 
Ambassadors’ names on the book spines.  Anna Webb covered the project in her Idaho 

Statesman column.  Thank you to Joanne Hinkel and Bev Harad for staging the event. 
 
What a great month for library events! 
 
$13 for 2013 Campaign 
The Foundation’s fundraiser has raised $5,475 as of September 24.  We have received donations 
from 81 donors so far.  We’ll be doing another $13 for 2013 promotion later this fall. 
 
New Print/PC Management System 
The Library plans to launch a new print/PC management queuing system for the public this 
month.  The new system, Pharos, should be easier to use and should be a more stable system.  
The system will allow the Library to provide wireless printing for our customers for the first 
time.  We will be installing new value stations and will be providing staff training on the system 
prior to launch.   
 
Freegal Music Service 
There are plans to launch the digital music download service by Monday, October 14, pending 
final test results. 
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Author Visit 
Science fiction author, Kenneth Oppel, will be visiting the Main Library on October 16 at 7:00 
p.m.  Oppel is the author of several sci-fi novels for teens and children, including the bestselling 
Skybreaker.  Oppel will be discussing his writing process and signing books.  I am pleased that 
we are able to bring him to Boise.  
 
Don’t Forget the Friends of the Library Fall Book Sale 
The Friends sale will be held October 25-27 in the River Street warehouse.  The preview night 
for members and staff is October 24 from 4:00-7:00 p.m.  You can catch me and Bonnie 
Longstreth, Book Sale Chair, on KTVB with Larry Gebert on Thursday, October 24 at 5:00 a.m. 
promoting the sale. 

 

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT: 

 
Boise Celebrates Good Neighbors 
The Library! at Collister staff brought the Boise Fry Company Food Truck to its Boise 
Celebrates Good Neighbors event on Saturday, September 7. In addition were other treats, live 
music from Bob Crist, face painting, 3D sidewalk chalk drawing, and local neighbors Wells 
Fargo with giveaways for adults and children.  Additional programs at Collister in September 
included the first in a series of Teen Art Workshops, the first Fall Books to Film matinee, and a 
workshop and poetry reading by Diane Raptosh, Boise’s Poet Laureate.  
 
UFOs at the Library 
Jim Jatkevicius, branch supervisor at the Library! at Collister, offered a presentation titled 
“Kenneth Arnold's Saucers: Skepticism and Belief in Postwar Boise and the West” at each 
Library location in September. 
 


