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AGENDA 

Boise Public Library Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Agenda 
Wednesday, September 9, 2026, 11:30 a.m. • Library! at Hillcrest, Butte Room, 
5246 W. Overland Rd, Boise, ID 83705 

Public can attend the meeting in person or via YouTube at the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJo0NAsCybsN0DtzuAl3LGA 

1. Call to Order and Introductions

2. Communications
None

3. Minutes- Action Item
August 12, 2026, Regular Meeting

4. Consent Agenda- Action Item
All matters on the consent agenda are considered routine and may be approved in a single
motion.  A trustee may ask that an item be removed from the consent agenda and considered
separately.

a. Payment of Bills and Payroll
b. Financial Reports

Year-to-Date through July 31, 2026
Gift Fund activity for July 2026

5. Reports
a. Friends of the Boise Public Library
b. Boise Public Library Foundation
c. Library Director including administration and management

6. Requests for Reconsideration - Action Item
Requests for the move, or removal of materials are brought to the Board for reconsideration at
the Library Board President’s discretion.

a. Princess Pete by Zoey Allen

7. Old Business
a. Interim Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Changes- Action Item

Staff will review with Trustees requests for additional funding for FY26.

Action: The Board will make a motion to approve additional funding for FY26. 

b. Interim Fiscal Year 2027 Budget Changes- Action Item
Staff will review with Trustees requests for additional funding for FY27.

Action: The Board will make a motion to approve additional funding for FY27. 

8. New Business
a. Selection of Meeting Dates for Fiscal Year 2027- Action Item

Per Idaho state code, the Board of Trustees is required to adopt and establish the regular
board meeting schedule on an annual basis.  A copy of the recommended schedule is
included on pages 73-74.
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Action: The Board will make a motion to approve a Fiscal Year 2027 meeting schedule. 
 

9. Review, Amend, Repeal, or Adopt Bylaws, Policies, and Procedures 
Boise Public Library policies were reviewed monthly with the annual review completed at the 
August 12, 2026 meeting.  Library Board bylaws were updated to comply with new legislation and 
approved at the June 10, 2026 meeting. 
 

10. Election of Officers for Fiscal Year 2027- Action Item 
Article IV, Section 1 of the Library Board of Trustees Bylaws states:  The Board shall elect at its 
annual meeting from its members a President and Vice President who shall serve for a term of 
one (1) year or until his/her successor is elected.  
 
Action:  The Board will nominate and elect a president and vice president for a one-year term 
commencing October 2026. 
 

11. Selection of Trustee to Review Payment Vouchers 
Trustee review for vouchers by Johnson. 
 

12. Selection of Meeting Date 
Next regular meeting on Wednesday, October 14, 2026, at the Library! at Bown Crossing. 
 

13. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting location is accessible for those with physical disabilities. Participants may request reasonable 
accommodation, such as a language interpreter, from the City of Boise to facilitate participation in the meeting. If you 
require assistance with accommodation, please contact us at CommunityEngagement@cityofboise.org or call (208) 
972-8500. 
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BOISE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Library Director’s Report 
September 2026 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Operations 

Hours and Services Status 
All locations experienced normal operations during August without the need for adjustments to 
hours or services for any reason. 
 
Libraries as Youth Wellness Hubs 
Boise Public Library has been selected for a $198,950.00 grant from the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) through their National Leadership Grants for Libraries program. This grant, 
which supports the City of Boise’s Youth Roadmap, will fund a 24-month planning project to 
increase the Library’s capacity to strengthen teen belonging and improve access to behavioral 
health resources.  
 
The project, “Libraries as Youth Wellness Hubs”, will convene youth, stakeholders and Library staff 
to develop a plan to better utilize Library spaces for activities and opportunities that foster youth 
wellbeing and increase access to support resources. The Library will also create a toolkit for other 
libraries to use to replicate similar work. 
 
The grant provides funding to support teen engagement and design sessions, pilot new spaces 
and programs for teens, and produce a toolkit, and consultant support to create a plan for the 
Library to utilize going forward for ongoing youth wellness work.    
 
Downtown First Floor Renovation Project Status 
The renovation project for the First Floor has reached the twelve-month mark. We had estimated 
the project would take nine to twelve months, and while work is making good progress, we 
currently do not have an estimated opening date for the renovated First Floor. We are waiting for 
information about some key construction elements to finalize our reopening plan, specifically the 
elevator installation timeline.  
 
We will have an update on the First Floor Renovation Project for the board in the October board 
meeting where we expect to be able to provide more information on reopening plans. 
 
We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the public for being patient and understanding as 
we make these necessary investments in order to make sure the Downtown Library is safe and 
welcoming for everyone in our community. 
 
FY27 Budget Build 
The Boise City Council approved the third reading of the Fiscal Year 2027 budget during their 
meeting on Tuesday, August 25th. This was the last step in the budget build process and the FY27 
budget will begin as approved on October 1, 2026. 
 
Transitioning to a New Platform for Board Meeting Agendas and Minutes 
The City of Boise is moving to a new platform, eScribe, to support the meetings of boards and 
commissions. The first Library Board meeting supported by the new platform will be our October 
2026 meeting. The most notable change to the October packet will be the new design for the 
agenda which is more accessible.  
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Administration and Management Reports: 
Expand Access 

• The library’s summer interns presented on their work, which included connecting with more 
than 1,000 summer school students, developing a teen volunteer framework that builds on 
the City’s Youth Roadmap, and supporting the Boise Comic Arts Festival.  

Increase Impact 
• Youth Services staff resumed Toddler Storytime at the Library! at Hillcrest for the fall 

season.  

• The Library! at Collister launched Sewing 201 for adults in August. Through intermediate 
techniques and monthly projects completed over two evening sessions, participants built 
confidence, advanced their sewing skills, and connected with others through hands-on 
learning.  

• The Library! at Collister hosted therapist and life coach Victoria Craig for Afternoon Soiree. 
The well-attended program offered an open, compassionate conversation about living well, 
aging, and navigating the end of life, giving participants practical insights for approaching 
life’s transitions with greater intention.  

Optimize Resources 
• A Youth Services staff member attended Infants, Toddlers & Twos, Oh My!, an Early 

Childhood Investigations webinar exploring the important role infant and toddler educators 
play in early development.  

• An Information Services staff member provided training on Candid’s Foundation Directory 
Online which helped a Youth Services staff member better assist users researching 
nonprofit funding and grant opportunities. 

Measure Value 
Monthly Email Newsletter: August 

• Sent August 4, 2026, 15,279 successful deliveries 

• Content included: 
o Boise Comic Arts Festival 
o BCAF Reads 
o Summer Reading Survey 
o BPL Book Clubs 
o LIT@Lost 
o Creative Collages 
o Mango Languages 
o Friends Sale 

• 55.68% opened/read the newsletter (8,507 out of 15,279 successful deliveries) / Click-
through Rate 3.45% (294) 

Ultimate Book Nerd Newsletter: August UBN 

• Sent August 12, 2026, 1,515 successful deliveries 

• 63.51% opened/read the newsletter (947 out of 1,515 successful deliveries) / Click-through 
Rate 5.28% (50) 

Media Coverage 

• Downtown Construction 
o Idaho Statesman (cover story) -- $3,586 value 
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DOWNTOWN LIBRARY IMPROVEMENTS, BOWN BOOK SORTER & LIBRARY 
FACILITIES PLANNING 

PROJECT STATUS REPORT 
Project Start Date: Summer 2022 Estimated 

Finish Date: 
Ongoing 

Project Manager: Lindsay Erb 
Jessica Rodriguez 

Department: Library 

PROJECT STATUS: 
Period Covered: August 2026 

Program Highlights • The Downtown Library plans to submit a Change Order (CO#8)
regarding geothermal and boiler upgrades to City Council in
September.

• Bown Crossing – information desk has been ordered and is scheduled
for delivery and installation in October.

• Parking lot replacement project construction has been moved to FY28
with electrical transformer replacement being completed in FY27.

Program Summary Downtown Library Improvements: A multi-year program of projects to extend 
building life by 20+ years. 

 Status: 1st floor renovations and deferred maintenance are on track for
completion by Fall 2026.

 Upcoming: Envelope repairs will be completed in FY28. Parking lot utility
work will be completed in FY27. Parking lot replacement is slated for FY
2028.

Bown Crossing Library: Implementation of operational and safety upgrades, 
including a new book auto-sorter and bird strike mitigation. 

 Status: Autosorter and bird strike mitigation have been installed. New
info desk is ordered and will be installed October 2026.

Library Facilities Master Planning: A long-term strategic plan to guide future 
decisions on location, sizing, and staffing for the next two decades. 

 Status: The Master Facility Plan is currently in review with the City
Council and Library Board.

DOWNTOWN 
LIBRARY 

IMPROVEMENTS 
UPDATE 

1st Floor Renovations and Deferred Maintenance: 
 Project Scope: Includes 1st story portion of building only which includes

renovations to the public restrooms, a staff room, information desk,
Hayes auditorium, collections, and youth services areas.

 Deferred maintenance / building systems upgrades scope includes
updates and modifications to the existing mechanical, electrical,
plumbing, and fire alarm.

Status: 
• Furniture orders and contracts have been finalized.
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• Planning for the Library’s return to the First Floor following construction is
ongoing.

• Lighting installation throughout the first floor is complete.
• Acoustical ceiling tiles are currently being installed within the open

ceiling grid.
• Locations for electronic door access controls, ADA actuators, and iPad

meeting-room schedulers have been identified and coordinated for
the Hayes Auditorium and Kingfisher Meeting Room.

• Audiovisual equipment in the Hayes Auditorium is scheduled for
installation during the first week of October.

• CE has finalized the signage design, and contracts are in place for the
various vendors to fabricate and install the primary and secondary
wayfinding signage.

• A blockage in the existing sanitary sewer line was discovered during
testing. The damage may be related to the completed adjacent
GUHO construction, which remains under warranty. CMco will
coordinate the necessary repairs with GUHO.

Major Parking Lot Replacement 
 Project Scope: Includes replacing existing parking lot storm drainage

system and reconfiguring vehicular access, circulation, parking, bike /
pedestrian traffic, geothermal line replacement feeding library,
landscaping, and site amenities (Book Drop location).

 South end of parking lot – completed per status update below.
Status: 

1. To allow staff and guests to adjust to the new First Floor before
beginning another major construction project, the parking lot
replacement project has been split into two phases. Phase 1 includes
utility work and transformer replacement and will be completed in
FY27. This work will kick off in April ‘27 as planned. Phase 2 includes the
major construction and parking lot replacement and reconfiguration.
Construction will begin in FY28.

2. The Design Team has successfully completed the Design Development
(DD) phase, and the project has received Design Review Approval
(DRH26-00155). This milestone completes the scope of work under the
current design contract. The City will now begin contract negotiations
with the Design Team to continue the project through the Construction
Documents (CD) phase.

3. Idaho Power will cover the cost of providing and locating the new
transformer.

Brick repairs/ Window Replacements 
 Project Scope: Repair exterior cracks in mortar & window replacement

for 2nd – 4th floors.
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Status: 
1. Received CMco's Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) proposal for the

scope of work in the amount of $198,004. This work was originally
planned to coincide with the Parking Lot Improvements project.
However, with the revised parking lot construction schedule, the
project team is reassessing the most effective approach and timing to
complete this scope of work.

Elevator Upgrades – 4 story 
 Project Scope: Replace elevator in 4 story with an MRL traction system.

Status: 
1. Schindler is still preparing the elevator submittal package. This process

is taking longer than originally represented. Once the drawings have
been approved, Schindler will submit them to IDOPL for permitting.

2. CMco’s elevator demolition and pit-modification work will be
scheduled once Schindler has confirmed the elevator delivery
schedule.

Bown Crossing Scope: Installation of new book auto sorter. Scope has been expanded to 
include bird strike mitigation and new information desk. 

Status: 
• AutoSorter is installed and operational.
• The contract is underway for the new information desk. Installation is

expected October 2026.
LIBRARY FACILITIES 

PLANNING 
UPDATE 

Scope: Assess space utilization, develop and implement a community 
engagement process to ensure alignment with strategic planning goals and 
the community, develop recommendations/ alternatives to close the gap 
with cost estimates, develop various models for new facilities including 
recommended approach and locations, sizes, and types which includes 
options for phasing and preparing a 20-year implementation schedule. 

Status: 
• Facility Plan reviewed in joint Board and Council meeting. Additional

discussions to be scheduled.

PROJECT COMPONENTS: 
Scope Public Works is continuing to review the program of projects to determine 

proper prioritization based on the information provided in the condition 
assessment report, efficiencies, and budget. 

Budget The budget will continue to be monitored as we receive estimates and bids to 
determine the work that can be completed this fiscal year. We have City 
contingency set aside for each project to ensure we have funding for any 
potential change orders during construction. 

Schedule Project team is currently evaluating mitigation strategies to 
maintain the Fall 2026 completion target for the Downtown renovations. 

Risks 
Current construction market conditions present challenges in obtaining multiple 
competitive bids and maintaining favorable 
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pricing. The First Floor Renovation Project includes significant deferred 
maintenance work and a complete electrical system replacement for the 
building. Contractors are currently in high demand due to the number of 
large-scale projects underway throughout the valley, which may further 
impact pricing and availability. 

In addition, pending tariffs could result in increased construction costs. The 
project also includes elevator replacement, a long-lead item that requires early 
procurement and careful schedule management. Delays in the manufacturer's 
production schedule could significantly impact the overall project timeline. 

Resources 

SCOPE MANAGEMENT: 
Status Discussion 

Accomplished Downtown Library: 
• Auto sorter room construction
• Roof replacement & lighting upgrades along parapet
• 4th floor & partial 1st floor tenant improvement
• Minor Parking Repairs
• East & West stair railing work
• Visioning work to establish alignment for interior design materials &

finishes
• Fire pump replacement
• Restroom/ plumbing construction work (1st through 4th floors- 4 Story

Portion)
Planned Downtown Library: 

• 1st floor renovations and building systems upgrades
• Exterior brick repairs/ window replacements
• Major parking lot replacement
• Elevator Replacement
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New bathrooms in youth services Looking towards the main staircase 

New Lighting New lighting Hayes Auditorium 
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BOISE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Library Statistics Report to the Board of Trustees| September 2026
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In-Person Visits 
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Definition: An active cardholder is a library user who currently has a valid unexpired card and can 
checkout books or use other library services
Definition: An active cardholder is a library user who currently has a valid unexpired card and can checkout books 

or use other library services

Active Cardholders 
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Physical Circulation 
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Digital Circulation 
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Digital and Physical 

Circulation 
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Reference  
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Programs
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Community Signature Page 

Public Library Request for Removal of Library Materials 

This signature page affirms that the individuals listed below support submitting a Request for 
Removal of Library Materials for the following title(s): 

Book Tlde(s): 

Pc\ ace. s � ·?{__-k 

Author(s): 

:Z oe"I A\\ea1 

By signing below, each community member acknowledges: 

• They have reviewed the concerns presented in the request for removal and attached
letter.

• They support forwarding the request to the library's formal reconsideration process.
• They understand that signatures indicate support for initiating review, not a guarantee of

removal.
• Final decisions will follow the library's established policies, procedures, and review

committee guidelines.

Signatures (Community Members} 

Printed Name Signature Date Contact (Optional) 
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TO: Ron Pisaneschi, Board President 

FROM: Jessica Dorr, Library Director 

CC: Boise Public Library Board of Trustees 

DATE: 8/24/2026 

RE: Request for Reconsideration – Princess Pete. 

Overview 
On July 27, 2026, Library Staff received a Request for Reconsideration form regarding 
Princess Pete by Zoey Allen and illustrated by Frenci Sanna. This memo provides an 
overview of the title and its circulation history, an analysis of the title using Boise Public 
Library’s policies, and a recommendation to the Board for consideration in the 
September meeting.  

Background 
Princess Pete by Zoey Allen was first published in 2026. After receiving the Request for 
Reconsideration, staff searched the collection and found that the Boise Public Library 
owns five copies of the title with a copy at each of our five locations. All copies are in 
the youth picture book collection. Since the five copies were added to the collection 
at the end of May, 2026, they have checked out 12 times. 

Requestor 
The requestor submitted form 5.02a - Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials.  
The requestor indicated that they are a Boise Public Library cardholder, and that they 
obtained the book from a Boise Public Library. In an attached letter, the requestor 
indicated that they have children, but they did not indicate that their minor child 
obtained the book.    

Request regarding Princess Pete 
Staff reviewed Princess Pete based on the concerns raised in the Request for 
Reconsideration form: 

• Introducing body confusion
• Adult content and language (drag)

o My mom is the “queen”, and my dad is the “king” and the pretend play in
the story introduce children to the adult topic of drag queen
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• In an attached letter, the requestor additionally asked the Library to remove 
Princess Pete and other picture books that “socially affirm” gender fluidity 
(encouraging body confusion) 

• In an attached position statement from the American College of Pediatricians, 
Mental Health in Adolescents with Incongruence of Gender Identity and 
Biological Sex, the requestor highlighted portions indicating mental health 
concerns tied to gender fluidity.   

 
Based on staff review, the material meets the following general criteria for 
materials, regardless of format, outlined in the Collection Development and 
Maintenance Policy (5.01): 
Helps people know more about themselves and their world meets 
Encourages informal self-education meets 
Meets the diverse informational needs and recreational 
interests of all people in the community 

meets 

Stimulates thoughtful participation in the affairs of the 
community, the country, and the world 

meets 

Gives access to a variety of opinions on matters of current 
interest and encourage freedom of expression 

meets 

Supports educational, civic, and cultural activities within the 
community; 

n/a 

Aids in learning and improving job-related skills n/a 
Assists the individual to grow intellectually and enjoy life more 
fully 

meets 

 
Based on staff review, the material meets the following criteria for a work of fiction, 
regardless of format, outlined in the The Nature and Quality of Materials Regulation 
(5.01c): 
Suitability of physical form for library use meets 
Suitability of subject and style for intended audience meets 
Present and potential relevance to community needs meets 
Appropriateness of medium to content meets 
Insight into human and social condition meets 
Importance as a document of the times meets 
Relation to existing collection and other material on subject meets 
Reputation and/or significance of author meets 
Skill, competence, and purpose of author meets 
Attention of critics, reviewers, and public meets 
Currency meets 
Affordability meets 
Materials created primarily by Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
without clear human involvement will not be added to the 
collection due to their lack of coherence, factual accuracy, 
and quality 

n/a 

Representation of important movement, genre, trend, or 
national culture 

meets 

Vitality and originality meets 
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Artistic presentation meets 
Sustained interest meets 
Effective characterization and/or a realistic portrayal of life meets 
Authenticity of historical or social setting meets 
Representation of diverse points of view meets 
Entertaining and imaginative appeal to the general-
interest reader 

meets 

 
 
Recommendation 
In consideration of the specific concerns raised by the requestor, each point will be 
addressed individually.   
 
Regarding body confusion, staff acknowledge Princess Pete is about a child exploring 
gender fluidity and not conforming to gender norms. Boise Public Library Collection 
Development and Maintenance Policy 5.01 specifically calls out serving the needs of all 
citizens including gender identity:  
 

This policy is designed to support the Library’s mission and service priorities, within 
budgetary and space limitations, and serve the needs of all citizens of Boise 
regardless of age, sex, race, religious creed, national origin, ancestry, physical or 
mental disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or political or social views. 

 
Regarding adult content and language, reviews by professionals (see pages 5 & 6) 
have been positive and indicate that Princess Pete is a picture book written at an age-
appropriate level for children.  
 
Regarding the request to remove Princess Pete and other picture books that “socially 
affirm” gender fluidity, staff referred to the Reconsideration of Materials Policy 5.02: 
 

Only narrowly defined categories of speech are not protected by the First 
Amendment. For example, obscenity is not protected speech, and neither is 
“material harmful to minor,” which is a subset of obscenity. If materials do not 
meet one of the narrowly defined categories of unprotected speech, they are 
speech protected by the First Amendment. 

 
Regarding the concern that individuals who experience gender fluidity have higher 
mental health risks, staff recognize that the connection between increased mental 
health risks and LGBTQIA+ community members has been well-documented in 
research. How individuals experiencing the increased mental health pressures can find 
support as well as how their community can support them is not as well-documented.  
The requestor submitted a position statement from the American College of 
Pediatricians -- Mental Health in Adolescents with Incongruence of Gender Identity and 
Biological Sex. When staff researched the topic, they found a different position 
statement from the American Academy of Pediatrics – Ensuring Comprehensive Care 
and Support for Transgender and Gender-Diverse Children and Adolescents policy 
statement.  
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https://acpeds.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Mental-Health-in-Adolescents-with-Sex_Gender-Identity-Incongruence-March-2024.pdf
https://www.aap.org/
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/142/4/e20182162/37381/Ensuring-Comprehensive-Care-and-Support-for
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/142/4/e20182162/37381/Ensuring-Comprehensive-Care-and-Support-for
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/142/4/e20182162/37381/Ensuring-Comprehensive-Care-and-Support-for


 
Staff recognize that when experts are divided on a topic, it can cause further 
divisiveness within communities who are looking to experts for answers. In these cases, 
staff rely even more heavily on library policy, which is based on Constitutional rights and 
legal precedents, when selecting and reviewing materials for the collection. The Library 
makes available a variety of viewpoints and does not limit access to information 
because some find it objectionable.  
 
Staff finds there is no “sexually explicit” content in Princess Pete, nor does it meet 
“material harmful to minors” criteria in the “Children’s School and Library Protection 
Act”, which is detailed in the Written Notice of Complaint Alleging Material Harmful to 
Minors Exhibit 5.02b. 
 
After careful consideration of the concerns raised by the requestor, staff recommend 
keeping Princess Pete in the youth picture book collection. 
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Professional Reviews: 
School Library Journal (02/01/2026) 
K-Gr 3--This adorable story is told by Pete, a happy kid with tan skin and dark hair who 
lives with his two loving parents, has lots of friends, and loves to play in imaginative 
ways. Pete doesn't necessarily hold with traditional gender roles: sometimes playing with 
the boys is fun, and sometimes playing with the girls is, too. Pete wears lots of different 
kinds of colorful clothes, and there are times when Pete's mom makes a fancy hairdo or 
paints Pete's nails. Pete was born a boy, but some days he feels like a prince and other 
days he feels like a princess. Glowing, graphical artwork gives the feeling of the joy of 
childhood exploration as well as the warmth of acceptance. This is a good book to 
have for kids who are exploring their own identities or to help children understand those 
who are. VERDICT A solid choice for those needing books about gender identity for 
young readers.--Debbie Tanner 

• Copyright 2026 School Library Journal, LLC Used with permission. 
School Library Journal 02/01/2026 pg. 38 (EAN 9781536247657, Hardcover) 

 
 
Kirkus Reviews (02/15/2026): 
Sometimes Pete is a prince. Sometimes Pete is a princess. Pete enjoys playing with boys 
and with girls but doesn't yet have a best friend. Pete likes to play alone, too. Some 
days Pete wears "pink shorts, yellow tops, and blue rain boots"; other days, Pete sports 
"green sweaters, flowery pants, and butterfly sandals." Pete loves playing beauty salon 
with Mom, too. Sometimes Pete dreams about a magical world full of friends flying 
around on winged, horned horses while hedgehogs sing. Without using specific terms, 
Allen explores gender identity in a developmentally appropriate way--young children 
might not have the words to call themselves nonbinary or genderfluid, but, like Pete, 
they could very well say, "I may have been born a boy, but I don't always feel like the 
boys. Sometimes I feel more like the girls. Sometimes I feel somewhere in between." 
Allen's narration is authentically childlike, pairing well with Sanna's illustrations, which 
heavily incorporate geometric shapes and trans flag colors. On one spread, people 
who are confused by Pete's gender point fingers at the youngster; Pete is depicted as 
literally being boxed in by a rectangle and triangle, then attempting to burst out of an 
oval. Mom has brown skin and curly black hair, while Dad has pale skin and brown hair. 
Pete has light brown skin, round pink glasses, and short brown hair often in pigtails. 
Affirming and fun.(Picture book. 3-7) COPYRIGHT(2026) Kirkus Reviews, ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED. 

• Kirkus Reviews 02/15/2026 (EAN 9781536247657, Hardcover) 
 
 
Bulletin of Ctr for Child Bks (04/01/2026): 
The first-person narrator of this picture book is imaginative young Pete, who makes 
everyday life a royally good time. With a queen for a mom who loves to play beauty 
salon with Pete and a king for a dad who helps Pete get dressed every day, offering a 
plethora of colors and patterns to choose from, Pete is a prince-or, on some days, 
maybe a princess. Flying out the door on a pink skateboard, Pete heads out to play 
and revel in getting muddy. Pete has a lot of friends, both boys and girls; they play 
sports, make music, throw sticks, and dress up in different costumes and clothes. 
Sometimes Pete plays on their own, their imagining of winged unicorns ("pegacorns") 
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coming to life. Some people are confused by the way Pete is: are they a boy, or a girl? 
But queen mom and king dad step in to declare that Pete is Pete, and Pete knows that 
"sometimes I feel a bit like you. But mostly, I just feel like me." Allen and Sanna's 
storytelling is straightforward, providing an introduction to gender identity and fluidity 
and encouraging a gentle deconstruction of gendered stereotypes, made 
approachable through the voice of childhood wonder. The digital illustrations are bright 
and bold, with eye-catching patterns and notable inclusivity of trans and LGBTQ+ 
banners and color schemes throughout. Pete is drawn endearingly, with whimsical hair 
clips and bows adorning their short, fluffy brown hair, and round pink glasses pair with 
rainbow-colored nails to match Pete's colorful personality. An entourage of imaginative 
animals follows close behind them-including dragons, unicorns, a hedgehog, a wiener 
dog, and even a brachiosaurus with a toilet paper roll stuck around its neck. This story is 
more than just a celebration of gender identity; it is a celebration of living authentically. 
GR COPYRIGHT(2026) Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

• Bulletin of Ctr for Child Bks 04/01/2026 (EAN 9781536247657, Hardcover) 
 
 
Booklist (05/01/2026): 
Preschool-Grade 2 *Starred Review* Among a cheerful kaleidoscope of colors in a 
pastel palette, readers meet Pete, a child proud of their identity and how they present 
to others. Pete's parents are supportive of however Pete wishes to dress and play, 
starring in make-believe with the child sometimes as a prince, sometimes as a princess. 
Most inspiring is Pete's belief in and love for themself, which is boosted by the support of 
those around them. But even in the face of judgment from unsupportive people, Pete 
doesn't waver in the commitment to be, well, Pete! Perfect for any member of the 
LGBTQ+ spectrum as well as young allies who would like to learn more about their 
LGBTQ+ friends and classmates, Allen's book centers trans and queer joy, self-love, and 
uniqueness. The author's message is complemented by the vibrant, energetic 
illustrations by Sanna that evoke happiness and comfort. The playful nature of this book 
reminds young audiences that, no matter how someone identifies, young people can 
find a lot in common that they enjoy and trans kids deserve a warm welcome, too. 
COPYRIGHT(2026) Booklist, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

• Booklist 05/01/2026 (EAN 9781536247657, Hardcover) - *Starred Review 
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Boise Public Library 
FY 2026 Interim Budget Changes (IBC) 
September 9, 2026 
 
Interim budget change (IBC) items are off-cycle requests to adjust current budget and are vetted 
through the following process: 

1. Department identifies need and submits request to the Budget Office 
2. Budget Office performs necessary due diligence, prepares narrative, and sends to 

Mayor’s Office 
3. Mayor’s Office reviews requests and places on Executive Management Team (EMT) 

agenda  
4. EMT offers final recommendation for City Council approval  

 
Library (General Fund)- $198,950 (one-time)  

The Library requests approval of a $198,950 revenue-neutral appropriation to support 
implementation of the “Libraries as Youth Wellness Hubs” project. 
 
The Boise Public Library was awarded this funding from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services through their National Leadership Grants for Libraries program. The project will 
convene youth, stakeholders and Library staff to develop a plan to better utilize Library spaces 
for activities and opportunities that foster youth wellbeing and increase access to support 
resources. The Library will also create a toolkit other libraries can adopt to replicate the work. 
 
The grant provides funding to support teen engagement and design sessions, pilot new spaces 
and programs for teens, and consultant support to produce a toolkit and plan for the Library to 
utilize going forward for ongoing youth wellness work.  
 
This opportunity aligns with the Library’s mission to connect people to ideas, information, and 
community, while expanding support and programming for teens in Boise. 
 

Source/Use Fund Dept/Org Acct. Type 
Current 
Budget 

Proposed 
Budget 

Budget 
Change 
Amount 

Source General Library Federal Grant 
Revenue - $198,950 $198,950 

Use General Library M&O - $198,950 $198,950 
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Boise Public Library 
FY 2027 Interim Budget Changes (IBC) 
September 9, 2026 
 
Interim budget change (IBC) items are off-cycle requests to adjust current budget and are vetted 
through the following process: 

1. Department identifies need and submits request to the Budget Office 
2. Budget Office performs necessary due diligence, prepares narrative, and sends to 

Mayor’s Office 
3. Mayor’s Office reviews requests and places on Executive Management Team (EMT) 

agenda  
4. EMT offers final recommendation for City Council approval  

 
Library (Capital Fund)- Shifting courier van replacement funding from FY28 to FY27; 
$63,670 (one-time)  

This action shifts $63,670 in the Library’s Capital Fund budget from FY 2028 to FY 2027 to 
replace a Library courier van. The adjustment would align the budget with Fleet Services’ 
replacement schedule, which identifies one van for replacement in FY 2027 and a second in FY 
2028. 
 

Source/Use Fund Dept/Org Acct. Type 
Current 
Budget 

Proposed 
Budget 

Budget 
Change 
Amount 

Use Capital Library Major 
Equipment $250,000 $313,670 $63,670 
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Proposed Schedule of Library Board Meeting Dates 
Option 1-Downtown Library 

  
October 2026 to September 2027 
The Library Board of Trustees established a regular meeting schedule for the second 
Wednesday of each month, 11:30 a.m. 
  

 
Month 

 

 
Day 

 
Year 

 
Comments 

 
October 

 

 
14 

 
2026 

 
Library! at Bown Crossing in the Martie Brennan Room 

 
November 

 

 
13 

 
2026 

 
Boise City Hall in Council Chambers  
Scheduled for the 2nd Friday in November as regular 
meeting cadence falls on a City recognized holiday 

 
December 

 

 
9 

 
2026 

 
Library! at Hillcrest in the Butte Room 

 
January 

 

 
13 

 
2027 

 
Library! at Bown Crossing in the Martie Brennan Room  

 
February 

 

 
10 

 
2027 

 
Library! at Cole and Ustick in the Sagebrush Room  

 
March 

 

 
10 

 
2027 

 
Library! at Hillcrest in the Butte Room 

 
April 

 

 
14 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
May 

 

 
12 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
June 

 

 
9 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
July 

 

 
14 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
August 

 

 
11 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
September 

 

 
8 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 
September is the annual meeting. 
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Proposed Schedule of Library Board Meeting Dates 
Option 2-Rotate to a branch location once a quarter 

  
October 2026 to September 2027 
The Library Board of Trustees established a regular meeting schedule for the second 
Wednesday of each month, 11:30 a.m. 
  

 
Month 

 

 
Day 

 
Year 

 
Comments 

 
October 

 

 
14 

 
2026 

 
Library! at Bown Crossing in the Martie Brennan Room 

 
November 

 

 
13 

 
2026 

 
Boise City Hall in Council Chambers  
Scheduled for the 2nd Friday in November as regular 
meeting cadence falls on a City recognized holiday 

 
December 

 

 
9 

 
2026 

 
Library! at Hillcrest in the Butte Room 

 
January 

 

 
13 

 
2027 

 
Library! at Bown Crossing in the Martie Brennan Room  

 
February 

 

 
10 

 
2027 

 
Library! at Cole and Ustick in the Sagebrush Room  

 
March 

 

 
10 

 
2027 

 
Library! at Hillcrest in the Butte Room 

 
April 

 

 
14 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
May 

 

 
12 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
June 

 

 
9 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
July 

 

 
14 

 
2027 

 
Library! at Bown Crossing in the Martie Brennan Room 

 
August 

 

 
11 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 

 
September 

 

 
8 

 
2027 

 
Downtown Library in the Marion Bingham Room 
September is the annual meeting. 
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